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It was soon after I was assigned to my present job that an
unexpected event happened. The incident made me realize for
the first time in my life how hard it is for foreign researchers
to make preparations to cross international borders into Japan.
: | I was winding up a long day of work, and it had already
SE % become dark outside when the phone at my desk rang. As I

At the immigration bureau answered it, I heard a voice, “Hello?” This caught me by
surprise — it was an international call. Since I mostly used

email for communicating with people overseas, I remembered feeling it was a new experience at the time. “My family and I
will be heading for Japan on a flight departing in three hours, ” the person on the line said, “but it seems that my wife
accidentally threw away our CE (Certificate of Eligibility) documents. What should we do?” (As described in detail later, to
put it s1mp1y, a CE is a document that is necessary to receive approval for a visa and to enter Japan. It is no exaggeration to
say that it is the most important travel document next to-a passport.) To make matters worse, the researcher and his family
were so relieved at receiving the CE documents  th: ad-failed to submit visa applications for processing at the
Japanese consulate before entry into the country. Despite ituation, the person sdid that they-wanted to avoid canceling
the flight by all means. If I were in theit place, I perhaps would-a lso have hoped to-get-on the flight as scheduled and enter

already dealt with ¢
applications. The

possesses
person

officer seeing a name entered in the Roman alphabet may request that the name should be written in Chmese characters,
since the person has a kanji name. (Kanji or Chinese characters are ideograms originating from China that represent words.)
In this case, SHIEN staff must ask the researcher to submit his or her kanji name by fax.

Even though the job simply involves “filling out an application form,” straightening things out does present a kind of
challenge. When the documents are somehow arranged without problems after what seems to be a desperate struggle,
SHIEN staff can finally submit the application to the immigration office. After screening that takes three to six weeks, a CE
is issued and sent to the researcher. Upon receiving the authorized CE, the researcher follows the visa procedure and
reserves a flight. At last, the date of departure is set.

On the long-awaited day of the researcher’s arrival in Japan, when we finally meet in person, I feel as if I have finally
met a long-lost family member. All of my difficulties to that date are blown away in one breath. And because I want to see
another smiling face arriving from overseas, I cheerfully sit at my desk again today.

MIKAMI Kay, SHIEN
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