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I remember my stay at ATR as one of the most productive and
happy times in my working life as a scientist. As one of the
0.0.B.'sold, old boy), I joined, when ATR was still in the Twin
Tower, on the invitation of K. Shikano, who had just previously
been with us at Carnegie Mellon. The stay at ATR exceeded
my expectations. In today's world of ever shorter R&D cycles, it
is becoming increasingly rare to find an environment that
makes it its mission to promote science with a long-term
horizon, a place to create, a place to discuss, brainstorm, and to
play. It is fertile ground for innovation and for future industries.
ATR has provided me this window of opportunity, leading to
our original work on the Time-Delay Neural Network(TDNN), a
technique by which Neural Networks could first be applied to
time varying signals. The method was later awarded the IEEE
senior best paper award, and still is being used for a number of
real-world applications. Since those days, I now direct the
Interactive Systems Laboratories at both Carnegie Mellon
University and at University of Karlsruhe, from where we
continue to maintain a strong collaboration with ATR. Our joint
project also grew into C-STAR, which now involves many
laboratories from all over the world. It gives me great pleasure
and satisfaction to look back on almost 10 years of joint
explorations, brainstorming, exchange of ideas and joint
demonstrations; 10 years of sharing of resources and visions, by
which we all were enabled and inspired to do greater thing,
TSR A BW%EE Alexander Waibel
(B A—AF— - A0 R¥ ) (TAUA)
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I came to ATR in the spring of 1992 after finishing my
doctorate at Cambridge University. It was therefore
my first step in my professional life and I was unsure
of what I could expect. Fortunately, settling in was
made very easy by the friendly, casual and
international atmosphere at ATR. The working
environment too, was a nice surprise. Coming from a
place where I always had to watch my disk space and
carefully time my processes, I found that the
resources at ATR gave me some much appreciated
freedom. Not only that, also my supervisors allowed
me to pursue the research that I liked, which
eventually lead to some theoretical discoveries in the
theory of stochastic modeling.

I left ATR to take up my assignment at Philips GmbH
in Germany, because after spending 10 years abroad (7
years in Cambridge, 3 years at ATR) I felt that the
time was right to return to my home country.
Nevertheless I often warmly remember the friendly
academic environment at ATR and I look forward to
visit ATR again some time in the future.
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