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Keihanna Life and ATR
FWixA e EATR

Alain Biem
ATR Human Information Processing Research Laboratories
ATR A RSB ETF9ErT

Living in the Keihanna region (Kyoto-Osaka-Nara area) might be a lovely or a bad
experience. To have an idea, just ask a few questions to anyone that grew up in the Kanto
region or in a foreign country. Opinions may differ mainly depending on what purpose they
have decided to come and live in The Kansai area. ATR may be the perfect place to find
such a person.

It is nearly two years now since I have been living in the Keihanna area. My feelings have
changed and my views have evolved if I compared them to the feelings I had 3 years ago
when I first arrived at ATR as a trainee student. I remember the excitement when visiting the
"Todaiji" temple; I still have in memory my first taste of sushi in a restaurant in Nara, or my
first cup of sake in an izakaya at Saidaiji. It was full of discoveries and experiences
sometimes good, sometimes difficult to understand. At this time, I could hardly speak
Japanese nor could read what was written on my bill. So, my life sometimes consisted of a
series of hilarious experiences such as finding myself at Kyoto when going to Osaka by the
Kintetsu-line or buying some salt when looking for sugar. This sort of thing happens to
many foreigners in Japan who cannot read Japanese. Nevertheless, I was lucky enough to
find good friends around me for advice and enjoyment of Kansai life.

Why did I come back to Japan for a second time ? The first reason is certainly "ATR",
During my traineeship period at ATR in what was called the Interpreting Telephony
Research Laboratories, I was delighted by the research environment. It contrasted with my
university, where I had to share a single workstation with a mob of colleagues. I was
delighted by the research atmosphere at ATR where people coming from different home
companies have found themselves working together for a final purpose. I was delighted by
the kindness of people ready to help if required and to answer one's questions though some
of my French student colleagues complained about a certain lack of communication due to
language barriers. I certainly enjoyed this stay which had developed my interest in the
research world.

The second reason has to do with my own curiosity towards Japanese culture. Six-month
stay was too short since I went back with the feeling that I missed something while in Japan. I
felt ashamed for not having learned a bit more of the language when in Japan. I decided to
take it seriously this time and try at least in the beginning to invest into acquiring a basic
knowledge of Japanese. My speaking of Japanese has not yet reached a satisfying level but I
feel less frustrated now than before when getting through a Japanese conversation.

My views about Japanese society, especially seen from ATR have evolved with time. Time
provides experience and teaching. Now that I can handle a formal conversation in Japanese
and I am able to read a few "Kanji", I still think that ATR is a nice place where someone can
find the environment necessary for full investment in a specific research task. Though
sometimes, I feel that we should make our best to maximize the use of so much equipment !

For English-speaking foreign researchers coming to ATR for a longer period of time,
they will not feel completely lost among ATR bureaucracy if they cannot speak Japanese
since the most important documents are also written in English. On the other hand, even if
ATR provides Japanese courses, it is rather hard for a foreigner to quickly improve his
Japanese as so many speak English at ATR.

In general, for those who do not care about the not-always-warm meals at the ATR
cafeteria or for single persons, such as me, living in one of the smallest flat for a long period
or do not take in account some not-well understood bchaviors likely to be encountered

sometimes, they can really feel free to take advantage of ATR's research facilities and to use
flexi-time for full enjoyment of Keihanna life.
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[-26 | BAGEREGETAY A TofiEr (1)) Bowst
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Real-Size MT Systems 1-115 | Research Activities of the Speech Pro-
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